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L’Shanah Tovah Umetukah,

It’s a busy time for the office staff with the holiday
preparations. We want to make sure all runs
smoothly.

Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur services will be
held in the large sanctuary conducted by Rabbi
Geier, Elliott Rabin and special lay leaders. You will
find the schedule of our holiday services in this
issue of the Times.

We will be preparing the sanctuary on October 1st
at 9:30AM. Many hands make light work. (Hint,
Hint!)

Please save the date for a commemorative
program for October 7th at the JCC at 7PM on
October 7th.

Marsha Silverman
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CALENDAR & CLASSES
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Friday Evening: 5:30 pm

Saturday Morning: 9:30 am

Shabbat Services

Join us at Temple or on Zoom

We will be breaking the fast after Neilah
services. Please call the office (315-724-4751)
with a dairy dish you would like to share at the
conclusion of
Yom Kippur.

Rabbi continues to teach Torah and Hebrew
classes each week for adults. His classes are
informative, lively and entertaining. Please join
us since it is never too late to have some fun
while learning!

Religious School classes resumed in September,
and it is a pleasure to see the smiles on the
students working with the Rabbi.

We are constantly working to keep our 105-
year-old Conservative Jewish Presence in the
Utica area alive. The success of our Temple lies
with every one of you!

We extend our condolences to the family
of Melissa Hochberg (Mundy and Stan’s
daughter) on the passing of her husband,
Steven Hochberg. May his memory be a
blessing.

I hope one day soon you will join us for
Shabbat, the High Holidays and the
festivals including lunch in the Sukkah.

Wishing everyone a happy and healthy
5785,
Marsha
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In last month's edition of the Temple Times, I
shared with you an interview with Francisco Gil
White, a professor at ITAM, political
anthropologist, and historian. He holds a
Master’s degree in Social Sciences from the
University of Chicago and a PhD in
Evolutionary and Sociocultural Anthropology
from the University of California, Los Angeles.

In the interview, Gil White analyzed and
recounted the origins of the conflict between
Israel and the Palestinians. We had reached
the point where he explained the stark
difference between the Jews who came to buy
land from Arab landlords and provided work to
the Arab residents of those lands, which were
part of the Ottoman Empire, and the landlords
themselves.

I must add, with Jewish immigration, these
workers—who had previously been almost
feudal slaves of the occasional "owners" of the
land— became free laborers and were able to
pay off their old debts. However, they were
not really included in the burgeoning Jewish
communities or in the economic and
technological progress these communities were
acquiring. Some Arab populations did grow in
these areas, but not at the pace of the Jewish
ones. We must recognize that this unequal
growth and social separation only fueled the
resentment of some toward these people who
were slowly settling in what they considered
their land, even though others owned it.

Let’s continue with the interview:

“A very important and undoubtedly majority
proportion of the Jews arriving at that time
were Marxists, primarily organized by Labor
Zionism. These Jews came with an ideology of
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 solidarity with the Arab workers. As a
result, they were employed by people who
wanted to have a good relationship with
them and had an ideology of joining forces
with the workers, and they ended up living
much better.

This situation meant that the lower, working-
class Palestinian Arabs had no interest in
going out to kill Jews, as Amin Al-Husseini
wanted them to do. I remind you that Al-
Husseini is the founding father of the
Palestinian Arab movement. He belonged to
one of the most powerful aristocratic,
landowning families in the region, and was
selling land to the new Jewish immigrants
and using that money to finance the
development of an Arab militia. I should
add that he was also the Mufti of Jerusalem
at the time, which made him not only the
religious leader but, I would say, the
political leader of the Arab people in this
territory as well.

So, what Al-Husseini did was organize anti-
Jewish terrorism under the guise of Arab
nationalism. He directed terrorism not only
against Jews but also against Palestinian
Arabs themselves to force them to
participate in terrorist attacks against the
Jews.

The proof of this is that statistics show that
during the Arab revolt, which was the
fourth wave of terrorism he organized under
the British Mandate from 1936 to 1939, he
had 400 Jews killed and 2,000 Arabs. 

Why was he killing more Arabs than Jews?
Wasn’t his movement supposed to be anti-
Jewish?

The answer is that the Arab working class 
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didn’t see what the problem was with these
Zionists coming to free them and develop
society with new, more modern communities.
The violence was also aimed at forcing Arabs
to join the movement against the Zionist Jews.

This is the true origin of the Arab-Israeli
conflict, which has nothing to do with a
territorial claim, as it is often presented today.

This is demonstrated by the PLO. The
organization that Husseini created, which later
became Fatah in 1970, swallowed the PLO. I’m
referring to the PLO that had been created by
Nasser in 1964—the Palestine Liberation
Organization, which we now call the Palestinian
Authority.

Are they the same? Yes, they are.

When the PLO was created in 1964, its
constitution stated that the definition of
Palestine was the one drawn by the British
government in its project to allocate land to the
Arab people settled in the British Mandate.
These borders had changed several times in
negotiations with both sides.

So, the “ancestral” and “millennia-old” land of
the native Palestinian people, which is
supposedly where they have been for
centuries, according to the Palestine Liberation
Organization—the internationally recognized
representative of the Palestinian people—said
in its 1964 constitution that Palestine had the
borders drawn by the British government.

In other words, the people who define what
Palestine is, according to the Palestine
Liberation Organization, are the foreign,
colonialist European infidels. There couldn’t be
a greater absurdity.

Also, in that same constitution, the PLO
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 specifically stated that the territories of Judea
and Samaria— what they call the West Bank—
and Gaza were not part of Palestine. They
explicitly defined these territories in Article 24
of the original constitution and did not claim
them as part of Palestine. 

Why? Because there were no Jews there. At
that time, in 1964, Jordan was illegally
occupying Judea and Samaria. The Six-Day
War, where they would lose that land, had not
yet occurred. So, there was no reason to claim
it.

In the 1948 War of Independence of the State
of Israel, they tried to exterminate the Jews
instead of accepting a Palestinian Arab state
that had just been offered to them with the
partition plan presented by the UN the previous
year, 1947. If the disagreement had been about
territory, they would have accepted the offer.
They didn’t. So, it wasn’t about territory.

They wanted to exterminate the Jews, as they
had publicly announced before the war.

What that war did achieve was the prevention
of the creation of a Palestinian Arab state, and
they failed to exterminate the Jews as they had
hoped. The State of Israel was established, but
Judea and Samaria were taken by Jordan, and
Gaza by Egypt.

That’s precisely why, when the PLO drafted its
constitution in 1964, it wrote that Judea,
Samaria, and Gaza were not part of Palestine.
They didn’t claim them.

This proves that the PLO was drawing the
borders of Palestine specifically to exclude the
territory where Jews were. Because it wasn’t
about obtaining land; it was about killing Jews.

Then, as I mentioned earlier, in the Six-Day War 
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in 1967, Jordan lost Judea and Samaria, and
Egypt lost Gaza. Once Israel had control of
them, by 1968, the PLO rewrote its constitution
and redefined Palestine to include the
territories of Judea, Samaria, and Gaza.

Again, this shows that it had nothing to do with
land. They drew the borders of Palestine to
surround precisely the areas where the Jews
were, with the aim of exterminating them. In
fact, Gamal Abdel Nasser, president of Egypt,
announced before the 1967 war that they were
going to exterminate the Israeli Jews.

That is why, years later, when Anwar Sadat
signed the peace treaty with Israel, it was seen
as abandoning the sacred Muslim cause of
exterminating the Israeli Jews. Many were
deeply offended by Anwar Sadat for signing a
peace treaty with Israel, and that’s why he was
assassinated.”

It seems we’ll need another edition of the
Temple Times to continue unraveling this
complex web of lies, revenge, and supposed
territorial claims.

It’s important to know the history. It would be
beneficial for those who oppose Israel's right to
defend itself and allow its people to live in their
land to educate themselves on the true origins
of the Middle East conflict.

In the meantime, and until we meet again in
November, I once again wish you Shana Tova
Umetuka uGmar Chatima Tova. May we have
a good year, and may we be inscribed for a
good and sweet life—a life of peace for us, for
all the People of Israel, and for all humanity.
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DONATIONS
Donations can be made online: www.tbeutica.org/donate

T H E  V I C T O R  H .  F L A X  F U N D

I n  M e m o r y  o f :  E l i n o r  L a m p e r t
D a n  &  T h e r e s a  C o h e n

I n  H o n o r  o f :  S h e r r y  C o o p e r m a n
M a r k  S m i t h
J u l i e  C a i n

I n  H o n o r  o f :  R a b b i  S t a n l e y  &  A l i z a
G e r s t e i n  t o  t h a n k  t h e m  f o r  t h e i r
f r i e n d s h i p  a n d  t h e i r  s e r v i c e  t o
T e m p l e  B e t h  E l  a n d  t h e  C o m m u n i t y

S h e r r y  C o o p e r m a n

I n  H o n o r  o f :  M a r k  B e n t z  –  O u r  f a m i l y
w o u l d  l i k e  t o  h o n o r  M a r k  f o r  t h e  k i n d ,
l o v i n g  c a r e  a n d  p r o f e s s i o n a l i s m  h e
s h o w s  t o  t h e  T e m p l e  a n d  t o  a l l
t h e  f a m i l i e s  o f  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  l o s t
l o v e d  o n e s  a n d  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  l o s t
f r i e n d s  a n d  e v e n  s t r a n g e r s .  W e  g r e a t l y
a p p r e c i a t e  h i m .  T h a n k  y o u .

A n o n y m o u s

T H E  A R L E N  F U N D

I n  M e m o r y  o f :  E s t j e r  A r l a n
B a r b a r a  F r e e m a n

THE CEMETERY COMMITTEE
IS LOOKING FOR HELP.

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED,
PLEASE CONTACT THE OFFICE

AT (315) 724-4751

T H E  C E M E T E R Y  F U N D

I n  M e m o r y  o f :  J a c o b  O .  N u s b a u m  a n d
R o s e  G r e e n e

C h a r l e s  M a n n i n g





Join us for a powerful evening of community as we stand together in support of the
hostages still in Gaza, celebrate those who have returned, and remember the lives
stolen by Hamas. 

Jewish Federation of the Mohawk Valley

Music  •  Poetry  •  Readings

Marking One Year

October 7th
MONDAY, OCTOBER 7TH  AT 7PM

JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER
2310 ONEIDA STREET, UTICA, NY

Let’s come together in strength, hope, and healing.

Congregation
Zvi Jacob
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SIMCHA GRAMS
NOVEMBER

CELEBRATE YOUR SIMCHAS WITH TEMPLE BETH EL

Please call the temple office at 315-724-4751 or mail a check to add a birthday,
anniversary, or another special celebration to our list of simchas. 

Deadline: 15th of the month. Cost $1.50 ea.

If submitting by mail, include the name and date of your simcha(s) as you wish it to
appear on the simcha gram, as well as your telephone number and a check made out to

the temple. 

Mail to: Rae Rosenfeld, 3008 Oneida St, Sauquoit, NY, 13456
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TEMPLE CALENDAR & CLASSES
Class enrollment is now open! Contact us for more information



 TEMPLE BETH EL
1607 Genesee Street
L’Shanah Tovah 5785

Schedule of High Holy Days 

Friday October 11th
Mincha
Kol Nidre
Saturday October 12th
Preliminary Service
Shacharit
Torah Service
Sermon and Hin’ni
Martyrology and Yizkor
Musaf
Recess
Mincha
Neilah (Concluding Service)
Ma’ariv Havdalah - Shofar Blowing, Break the Fast 

Wednesday October 16th – Erev Sukkot 
Thursday October 17th – First Day
Friday October 18th, – Kabbalat Shabbat in the Sukkah with Oneg 

In the Sukkah with Kiddush 

Saturday October 19th, -
Thursday October 24th , – Shemini Atzert YIZKOR
Thursday 24th – Simchat Torah 

Shacharit Shabbat with Oneg 

Wednesday October 2nd
Erev Rosh Hashanah Evening Services
Thursday October 3rd and Friday October 4th
Preliminary Service
Shacharit
Torah Service
Shofar Service
Sermon and Hin’ni
Musaf
Thursday October 3rd , Tashlich (corner of Genesee Street and Brookline Drive) 

 
Rosh Hashanah provided by Mark and Kathy Smith - In Memory of MARTIN and BERNICE SMITH 

Yom Kippur provided by Edward and Tina Kowalsky - In Memory of his father WILLIAM KOWALSKY 

 
Bs”d 

7:30 PM 
Saturday September 28th – SELICHOT PROGRAM 
Sunday September 29th 
Annual Cemetery Services at Temple Beth El conducted by Rabbi Geier 10:30 AM 
At the conclusion of this service, Rabbi will be available to recite memorial prayers at individual gravesites upon request. 

• 
• 
• 

Temple Beth El Cemetery at 10:50 AM 
House of Israel Cemetery at 11:30 to 11:45 AM 
House of Israel on Mason Road at 1:00 PM 

6:15 PM

9:00 AM 
9:15 AM 

10:00 AM 
10:45 AM 
11:00AM 

11:30 AM to 1:00 PM 
5:00 PM 

6:00 PM
9:30 AM
5:30 PM
9:30 AM
9:30 AM
6:00 PM 

5:20 PM
5:40 PM 

10:00 AM 
10:30 AM 
11:30 AM 
12:30 PM 

1:00 PM 
1:30 PM 
2:30 PM 
5:30 PM 
6:20 PM 
7:05 PM 

SUKKOT 

YOM KIPPUR 

ROSH HASHANAH 

Flowers for the Bimah 
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OFFICERS

Marsha Silverman, Executive Director

Marsha Silverman, President

Mark Smith, Treasurer

CLERGY
Rabbi Gustavo Geier
Cantor Kalman Socolof, Cantor Emeritus
Dr. Stanley Gerstein, Rabbi Emeritus

TRUSTEES

Ernest Berkowitz

Dan Cohen

David Goldbas

Murray Kirshtein

Wayne Meyers

Dr. Bradley Sklar

Roseanne Witonsky

STAFF
Julie Cain, Secretary

TEMPLE
ORGANIZATION

Temple Beth El
1607 Genesee St, Utica, NY 13501
Office: (315) 724-4751
www.tbeutica.org

Rabbi Geier
Call/Text: (315) 272-1755
gustavogeier@gustavogeier.com

A Conservative congregation
established for the worship of God,
the study of Torah and the practice
of righteous deeds.


