
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Temple Beth El Service Schedule 

 
KIDDUSH HOSTED BY THE 

TEMPLE BETH EL SISTERHOOD 
 
Schedule of Daily Services 
Monday Mornings 8:00 A.M. 
Thursday Mornings 8:00 A.M. 
Friday Shabbat Evening 5:30 P.M. 
Saturday Shabbat Morning 9:30 A.M. 
Sunday Mornings 8:45 A.M. 
 
Dear Friends, 
Please join us any morning, from the 
schedule above, that you are available, to 
help be part of a minyan. It is a mitzvah for 
you and for our service. 
 
Temple Beth El Office Hours: 
Monday thru Thursday 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM 
 
Candle Lighting 5774 
December 4th          4:08 P.M. 
December 11th  4:08 P.M. 
December 18th  4:09 P.M. 
December 25th  4:25 P.M. 
 
Please notify Temple of any ADDRESS 
CHANGES you may have for the winter 
months, we need these address changes if 
we are to continue sending the bulletin. 
Thank You. 
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Temple Beth El Organization 
Cantor Kalman A. Socolof 
Dr. Stanley Gerstein, Rabbi Emeritus 
  
Officers 
Ms. Marsha Silverman, President 
Mr. Michael Silverman, Treasurer 
 
Presidents 
Mrs. Aliza Gerstein, Sisterhood Co-Pres. 
Mrs. Mundy Shapiro, Sisterhood Co-Pres. 
Mr. Charles Manning, Men’s Club 
Mr. Stanley Shapiro, Minyanaires 
 
Staff 
Mrs. Mundy B. Shapiro, Executive Director 
Mrs. Julie Cain, Secretary 
Mr. Denny Pexton, Cemetery Caretaker 
 

 The Temple Times 
 
Message from Cantor Socolof 
 
In Mesechet Shabbat , the Baylonian Talmud 
is discussing rules pertaining to making the 
Shabbat candles when it digresses into a 
discussion of lighting the candles for 
Chanukah.  It is in the course of this 
discussion that the Talmud asks: M’ei 
Chanukah?  What is Chanukah?  It is a 
question that most of us confront at one time 
or another. 
  
Like so many questions, it has far more than 
just one answer.  The Talmud explains that it 
is the commemoration of the miracle of the 
oil.  We also know it as a celebration of the 
victory of the Hasmoneans over the forces of 
Antiochus who sought to impose a state 
religion upon our ancestors.  To many 
children, Chanukah is an occasion to receive 
a lot of presents (I am not so old that I have 
forgotten that).  Some see it as the Jewish 
iteration of the Winter Solstice Festival, a 
phenomenon common to many cultures.  
There are many others. 
  
So, what is Chanukah?  It is many of these 
things (although by no means all of them…it 
is not, for example, the Jewish Christmas).  
By rights, Chanukah is a fairly minor holiday 
on our calendar.  We say Hallel, add the Al 
haNissim to the Amidah and Birkat Hamazon, 
and light the candles.  That’s about it so far 
as sanctioned observance goes.   
 
To a very real extent, Chanukah is what we 
choose it to be; it is what we make it.  We 
might light the menorah at home, say the 
blessings, and be content in having fulfilled 
the mitzvah of the candles.  We might gather 
with others at the synagogue to celebrate the 
beginning of Chanukah.  We might spend 
time and money procuring gifts for children 
and others in our lives.  We might choose to 
celebrate gastronomically, by focusing on 
latkes and tzufganiyot (jelly donuts).  We 
might also do a series of combinations of 
these activities.   

(Continued on Page 3) 



The Temple Times 
 
Message from Cantor Socolof 
 (Continued from Page 2) 
 
What Chanukah is to us will be reflected by 
how we decide to observe it.  Just as the way 
our families observed the holiday served as a 
model and template for our own attitudes and 
practice, so our approach to the holiday will 
inform those for whom we provide the 
introduction. 
 
I encourage you to celebrate Chanukah fully 
and joyfully.  Let’s play with a dreidel and 
have a little (!) fried food. Let’s light our 
menorahs prominently so that we publicize 
the miracle.  Let us remember that the 
miracle was not just the oil found in the 
Temple.  It was the victory over a greater 
armed force.  It was in the restoration and 
rededication of the Temple.  It was the 
persistence of Judaism in the face of its many 
enemies over the years.  Let us celebrate 
this.  Then it may said of us as it was said of 
our ancestors, ―But for all of the children of 
Israel, there was light in their dwellings.‖ 
 
Cantor Kal Socolof 
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Temple Beth El President’s Message 
 
By the time you read this, the potatoes have 
been peeled and the latkes are ready to be 
served at the Chanukah dinner. It takes many 
people to get ready for this event and I would 
like to thank each and everyone who helped 
prepare for this dinner. 
 
On December 10th, the TBE religious school 
will celebrate Chanukah with the residents of 
the Sitrin Home. Please join us for the 
festivities at the Community Building from 4-
5:30PM. 
 
A special thank you to Aliza Gerstein, Larry 
Marks, Irwin Rosen, and Michael Silverman 
for stepping up to the Bimah for Shabbat 
services while Cantor Kal Socolof attended a 
yearly conference.  
 
We do not have many fundraisers for Temple. 
Please consider ordering gift cards from the 
list you see in the Temple Times. The gift 
cards are like a debit card and what you pay 
is what you get. Temple makes a percentage 
from the companies that offer the gift card. 
Who could ask for more? One stop shopping 
and less hassles thinking what to buy! 
 
You are always welcome to join us for our 
short morning minyans.  When someone 
needs to say Kaddish, you would be 
performing a mitzvah.  
 
Happy Chanukah to you and yours! 
 
Shalom to all, 
Marsha 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HADASSAH JNF 

CERTIFICATES 

$12.00 

PLEASE 

Call Marsha 737-7665 
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Temple Beth El Donations 

 
THE VICTOR H. FLAX FUND 
 
In Memory Of:   
Judy Vogel’s daughter Michele  
Given By:     
Marian Freeman    
 
In Memory Of:   
Judy Vogel’s daughter Michele  
Given By:   
Mollie Wertheim   
 
In Memory Of:   
Judy Vogel’s daughter Michele  
Given By:   
Ernie and Vivian Berkowitz   
    
In Honor Of:  
Stuart and Joanne Hirshfeld’s new grand 
baby and being grandparents again and 
again  
Given By: 
Saul and Judy Finer  
 
 
THE DAVID PHILIPSON FUND 
 
In Memory Of:  
Judy Vogel’s daughter Michele  
Given By: 
Cecily Eidelhoch 
 
 
THE CEMETERY CARE FUND 
 
In Memory Of:  
The Yahrzeit of Arthur Wasserman  
Given By: 
Audrey A. Lewis 
 
In Memory Of:  
Judy Vogel’s daughter Michele  
Given By: 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Manning 
 

 
 

 The Temple Times 
 
Temple Beth El 

 Executive Director’s Message  
  
This year Chanukah is just 10 days after 
Thanksgiving, both holidays are known for 
wonderful eating, from turkey to potato latkes 
and jelly donuts – what a good start to our 
celebrations. 
 
We celebrate Chanukah at home and at 
Temple. Chanukah is the Hebrew word for 
dedication – the Israelis are called Modern 
Macabees, whose courage and dedication 
made possible the Miracle of the Jewish 
State. 
 
We celebrate this lovely festival by lighting 
the menorah, sharing gifts for the children, 
playing dreidel, feasting on potato latkes, with 
sour cream and apple sauce. In Israel it is 
traditional to eat sufganiot – jelly donuts. We 
review the story of the Macabees and the 
rededication of the Temple with the crude of 
oil expected to last one day, which lasted 
eight days. 
 
Let us enjoy this holiday season with our 
family and friends. Let us remember to count 
our blessings for the good in our lives and the 
opportunity we have to bring good into the 
lives of others. Let us do what Jews have 
always done, rededicate ourselves to do the 
best for others whatever the deed may be – 
the return is always greater than the deeds 
themselves. 
 
Happy Chanukah to one and all, 
Mundy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Temple Times 
 
Temple Beth El Cemetery Notes 
 

We are pleased to inform our congregants 
that our new section of the cemetery for 
intermarried members has been surveyed, 
set-up, and is now available for those 
members that are interested in purchasing 
plots. The new section has been established 
in accordance with the policy of the United 
Synagogue and Temple Beth El. 
 
Contact the Temple office if you have any 
questions in regards to the new section of our 
cemetery. 
 
COST OF CEMETERY PLOTS ARE: 
1 Grave Plot    $500.00 
2 Grave Plot   $950.00 
4 Grave Plot   $1800.00 
8 Grave Plot   $3500.00 
 
Headstones are not allowed on 1 and 2 grave 
plots. Only Footstones can be placed on 
these graves. 
 
CEMETERY FENCE REPAIRS 
 
We are researching the replacement of the 
fence in the front of our Woods Road 
Cemetery this year. The current fence is in 
disrepair due to the age and storm related 
damages over the past years. 
 
If you would like to make a donation to the 
Cemetery Fence Fund, please forward your 
check to the office with a memo ―Cemetery 
Fence Fund‖. 
 
We are in the process of a total cleaning of 
the cemetery. All overgrown trees that cannot 
be maintained or are dead will be removed. 
No new trees will be allowed on the graves in 
the future. 
 
For any questions regarding the cemetery, 
please contact the Temple office or any of the 
cemetery trustees listed below. 
 
Stanley Shapiro 
Mark Smith 
Ernest Berkowitz 
Mike Silverman 
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Attention 
 

All Plot Owners at 
Temple Beth El Cemetery 

 
The Annual Meeting of the Temple Beth El 

Cemetery Corporation will be held at 
Temple Beth El 

 

Thursday 
December 3, 2015 at 4:00 P.M. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Searching 
 
We are searching for any descendants of 

individuals buried in the JONATHAN 

LODGE CEMETERY on Woods Road in 

Whitesboro, NY. 

 

If you have any names, addresses or 

pertinent information please contact by 

email mjonasoffice@roadrunner.com 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:mjonasoffice@roadrunner.com


The ENTIRE Jewish Community 

is invited to join us 

as we continue our Winter / Spring 

Lunch and Learn Series 

on Jewish Ethics 

 

Saturday, December 19th   

12:00 PM 
Rabbi Cassi will be the speaker with her topic 

Jewish Concept of Justice. 

 
Please RSVP to either 

Mundy at Temple Beth El 724-4751 or 

Rita at Temple Emanu-El 724-4177 

 
Continuing Schedule: 

Saturday, January 9th TBA 

Saturday, February 6th Cantor Socolof 
 
 
 



Temple Emanu-El and Temple Beth El 

Shabbat Serivces 

Friday, December 25th 

5:30 PM 
 

After services please join us 

 for Dinner on Christmas Day 

Friday, December 25th 
 

Once again all members of 

Temple Emanu-El and Temple Beth El, 

their families and friends, 

will get together for Asian Fusion Food at 

 

 

 

 

4671 Commerical Drive, New Hartford  

 

Please call the Temple office at 724-4177 by  

Monday, December 21st to make reservations.  
 
 
 



Like a Tree 

Shared by Kaila Shabat 
Out of days of darkness 
and profound despair, 
I re-emerge to a wan sun, 
to trees barren and bare.  

Yet, deep within, sap is rising; 
a new cycle of life beginning. 
Limpid buds linger in the bough 
for the sun’s signal to unfurl 
their foliage and confer 
a plethora of flowers and fruit. 

As at dawn, the first chirp 
swells to a chorus of bird song, 
so the players in the symphony 
of the coming spring 
enter the arena, one by one, 
to enact Nature’s pageant. 

On this New Year of Trees, 
man, too, like a tree in the field, 
quickens with insight and renewal 
emulating the awakening earth. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

“Poe-Tree Café” 

Sunday, January 24th 

 

Everyone is invited to an evening  

Celebrating Tu B’ishvat –  

the new year for trees. 

 

Participants of all ages are encourage to 

write poems / compositions about nature. 

 

Fruit and other Tu B’ishvat 

treats will be served. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.ritualwell.org/user/1269


Temple Emanu-El Sisterhood, Temple Beth El Sisterhood 

and the JCC invite you to a  

Chanukah Dinner 
Sunday, December 6th at 6:00 P.M. 

Menu 

Salad / Vegetable 

Kosher Brisket 

Homemade Latkes with Applesauce 

Chanukah Dessert / Soda / Coffee / Tea 

(Vegetarian Entrée by Request) 

Catered by A Moveable Feast 

Adults: $15.00          Children: 5-12 $6.00          Children Under 5: Free 

New members are free, but MUST make reservations! 

The meals are prepaid and your check will be your reservation. 

You can use the coupon below or reserve with 

Rita – Temple Emanu-El 724-4177 or 

Mundy – Temple Beth El 724-4751 

Everyone should remember to bring along menorahs and matches. 

Lighting the menorah is a mitzvah. 

Seating will be limited; therefore NO WALK-INS will be accepted. 

Reservations will be accepted as space allows. Reserve ASAP!! 

Reserved tables will be available for parties of 8 or more only. 

Please RSVP NO LATER than Monday, November 30th.  

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
 

Name ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

Vegetarian Entrée Request     No. of Adult __________ No. of Children __________ 

 

Brisket Entrée     No. of Adult __________ @ $15.00 each = __________ 

 

No. of Children (5-12) __________ @ $6.00 each = __________  

 

No. of Children under 5 (Free) __________ 

 

Total = $ _______________ 



LAST CHANCE FOR 2015 TO MAKE SOMEONE SMILE WHEN 

THEY RECEIVE A SURPRISE GIFT FROM YOU! 
Give a gift to temple by giving to others. 

Having trouble deciding on gifts? Simplify your life and order below. 
Order your cards by December 18th to receive them by the end of December! 

Fill out the form below and mail it with your check 

(payable to Temple Beth El) to: 

Marsha Silverman, 3737 Snowden Road, New Hartford, NY 13413 
 

Name _________________________________ Phone # _________________ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

and 

 

will pay Temple Beth El 

for you to buy your groceries!! 

 

Fill out the coupon below 

with your check payable to Temple Beth El 

and mail it to 2710 Genesee St., Utica, NY 13502 

 

We will send you a gift card for the same amount! 

 

You have not spent an extra penny and in return Temple 

Beth El received a percentage from PriceChopper and 

Hannford. 

 
Name ________________________________________________________ 

 

Address ______________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________ 

 

PriceChopper $25. $50. $100 

 

Hannaford $25. $50. $100 

 

Thank You!!! 
 
 



Temple Beth El December Simcha Grams 

January 2016 
 

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS Date JANUARY 
ANNIVERSARIES 

Date 

Muriel Bartnick 4th    
Ellen Orkin 5th    

Vicki Socolof 9th    
Alan Rosenblum 12th    
Joanne Hirshfeld 13th    
Vivian Berkowitz 15th    

Kathy Smith 17th    
Debbie Nathan 26th    

Brian Jonas 31st    
 
 

Enclosed is $1.50 per name that I have indicated. I have enclosed a check made out to the 
Sisterhood of Temple Beth El for $__________ for ______ (#) of Simcha Grams 

 
 
 

Mail to: 
Rae Rosenfeld 

3008 Oneida Street 
Sauquoit, NY 13456 

 
 

Due by the 15th of the month 
 
 

I have printed my name and date as I wish it to appear on the Simcha Gram. 
 

 
Name: 

 

 
Telephone 
Number: 

 

 
 
 

Please call the Temple Office 724-4751, if you wish to add any names to the list 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
Temple Beth El November Yahrzeit Record 

 
The following Yahrzeit will be observed during the week of December 5 to 11, 2015: 23 to 29 Kislev 5776 

These names will be read from the pulpit on Friday December 4, 2015 
 

Sarah Albert Solomon Harris* Rose R. Rizika* Esther Simons* 

Theodore Berkeley* John Stewart Haven* Irving S. Rokeach* Abraham B. Singer* 

Rose Berkowitz* Leopold & Rose Illfelder Family* Israel Rosen* Abraham Singer* 

Samuel Berman* Philip Jacobson* Frieda Rosenblum* Herman Sonneborne* 

Joseph D. Braverman* Clara Kennedy* Ida Rosenthal* Yuda & Yenta Gittle Szmulewski* 

Mayer Cohen* Anna Krohn* Chema Saltzburg* Ruben VanLeeuwen 

Hyman Feldman* Rachel Lewis* Nathan D. Savett* Lila  P. Weinstein 

Henry L. Freeman* Helen Meyer* Murray Schor* William Weiss* 

William R. Goldbas* Anna Newman Dorothy Weitzman Seely* Harry Weiss* 

Casper Goldberg* Benjamin Philipson* Lena Silverstein* Ida C. Wolfe* 

Rose Goldstein*    

 
 

The following Yahrzeit will be observed during the week of December 12 to 18, 2015: 30 Kislev to 6 Tevet 5776 
These names will be read from the pulpit on Friday December 11, 2015 

 

Bessie Arlen* Eli Freeman* Ruth B. Klein Harold Schecter* 

Daniel J. Blaugrund Sidney I. Friedlander* Sarah R. Kowalsky* Samuel Silverman* 

Sarah Boyer* Harris Goldstein* Harris Lazarus* Hannah D. Sitrin* 

Nathan Brooks* Sadie Goldstone* Meyer Philipson* Miriam Smith* 

Moses A. Cohen* Dorothy Goldstone* Sylvia G. Philipson* Lily Socofsky 

Meyer J. Cohen* Sylvia Hymes* Gerald Leonard Richelson* Anna W. Weiss* 

Sylvia M. Cone* Eunice G. Kahn* Sarah Rockford* Dr. Joseph Wolhandler* 

Jacob H. Ekstein* Andrew W. Kates* Sadie Rogow* Morris Zavotsky 

Ruth Feldman*    

 
 

The following Yahrzeit will be observed during the week of December 19 to 25, 2015: 7 to 13 Tevet 5776 
These names will be read from the pulpit on Friday December 18, 2015 

 

Meir Abelove Family* Mendel Golding Barney Krohn* A. Philip Rosen 

Augusta Abelove* Abraham S. Goldman* Israel Levinson* Sol Schneider* 

Max W. Caplan* Jennie Goldstone* Leopold Lewus* Harry Schnier* 

Samuel Cohen* Stuart Greene* Hannah Leah Lyons* Jeanette Weiss Schwartz* 

Louis Cramer* Minnie Gusoff* Robert Markson Dorothy E. Smith* 

Else Elias Helen K. Jacobs* Esther Myers Benjamin Targer* 

Howard Feiner Edward F. Jacobson* Faye Norwalk* Anne Whitestone* 

Rebecca C. Friedlander* Bella Kohn* Max Nozik David Whitestone* 

Joseph Galinsky* Sina Kowalsky Sylvia B. Philipson* Raymond L. Wolfe* 

Harriet Goldberg* Ethel S. Kowalsky* Eva Pollicove Julia Yust* 
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Temple Beth El November Yahrzeit Record 

 
The following Yahrzeit will be observed during the week of December 26 2015 to January 1, 2016: 

14 to 20 Tevet 5776 
These names will be read from the pulpit on Friday December 25, 2015 

 

Reba Abelove* Hyman Fialko* Bertha Glick Krohngold* Enid Savett 

Barney Abelson* Minnie G. Frank* Adrienne Gail Kroll* Irving Seldin* 

Barnet Berlin* Hyman Freeman* Judson Leve*  Hyman B. Sitrin* 

Joseph Berson Dorothy Friedlander* Pearl G. Nathan* Sara Smith* 

Hattie Bloom Rabbi S. Jacobs* Sarah R.Nusbaum* Arline (Osna)Trapanick* 

Arthur S.Bonnett* Hyman L. Jacobson* Esther R.Ornest* Barnet Trolin* 

Sarah Dantzig* Edward W. Jacobson* David M. Philipson* Lawrence A.Tumposky* 

Rabbi  A. H. Dolgoff* Betty Kowalsky* Morris Rothenburg* Florence Weitzman* 

Robert Ellis*    Bertha Yetra* 

 
 

The following Yahrzeit will be observed during the week of January 2 to 8, 2016: 21 to 27 Tevet 5776 
These names will be read from the pulpit on Friday January 1, 2016 

 

David Arlen* Ella L. Eidelhoch* Betty Kamino Kowalsky* Moses Rosenthal* 

Samuel L. Baker* Robert Ellis* Jacob Krohngold* Esther B. Sanzel 

Harris Berger* Louis Freedman* Pearl Kushner Jacob Schneider* 

Sarah Berger* Flora Glick* Leo Lenchner* Karen Silverman* 

Zeld Berkowitz* Jacob A.Goldstone* Roseleine Levine William T. Sitrin* 

Anna H. Bernstein* Myron Leonard Goldstone* Esther Levine Florence R. Sitrin* 

Mary Sherline Blum Sara Greenburg Max Levine Dorothy Movsh Smith 

Jacob Coleman* Anna Sarah Grossman* Sara Reba Levinson* Charles Weinstein 

Sara Ida Comins* Helen Kaminkowitz* Samuel M. Marmelstein* Bernice Weiss* 

Bella Cramer Jennie Kamino* Charles Richards Ruth Weitzman* 

Anna E. Demsky*   Joseph A. Yetra* 
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Temple Beth El 
2710 Genesee Street 
Utica, NY 13502-6194 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Temple Beth El 
A Conservative Congregation Established for 

the Worship of God, the Study of Torah and the Practice of Righteous Deeds 

2710 Genesee Street, Utica, NY 13502 
315/724-4751          Fax 315/724-6883 

E-Mail: tbeutica@gmail.com 
Website: tbeutica.org 

 
Cantor Kalman Socolof     E-Mail: uticacantor@verizon.net 

 
 




