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Another Purim celebration has gone down in
history! Watch for the photos in next month’s
issue. Rabbi Geier and Rabbi Schaktman shared
the reading of the Megillah and the name of
Haman was successfully drowned out from the
noise of the groggers. The food, drink,
costumes, décor and entertainment made the
evening a fun success. Thank you to Temple
Emanu-El for hosting this community event. 

Our community Seder on Erev Passover will be
at 7:15PM on April 22nd at the JCC. Please plan
and reservations should be made NOW, so we
will be able to prepare accordingly. An
accurate count is necessary for seating
availability and ordering food. 

THE DEADLINE IS APRIL 12TH!

Marsha Silverman

DONATIONS

YAHRZEITS

CALENDAR & CLASSES



Friday Evening: 5:30 pm

Saturday Morning: 9:30 am

Shabbat Services

Join us at Temple or on Zoom

The Annual Helen and Leon Holocaust

Memorial Lecture will be on May 9th at

7:30PM. Look for more information about the

speaker in this edition of the Times. Do not

be a Bystander! Especially at this time of

tumult in our world, please encourage any

middle school or high school students to

write an essay for the Helen and Leon

Sperling Holocaust Memorial Essay Contest.

You can find the details in this issue of the

Times or on the webpage, tbeutica.org.

Awards will be presented on May 9th at the

annual lecture.

Remember, your donations can be easily

made right online using Zeffy. No stamps, no

checks and no charge for using this service!

Find the DONATE link on the webpage,

tbeutica.org. 

When was the last time you were called to

the Torah? A donation of your time for

minyan would be greatly appreciated on a

Shabbat morning. Rabbi Geier’s service

offers engagement, song, discussion and

even humor at times. Afterwards, a kiddish is

served to go along with some schmoozing.

We hope to see you on Saturday. 

Yiskor will be observed on April 30th during

the morning service which begins at 9:30AM. 

Chag Pesach Semeach, 

Marsha

Apr 1st Light Candles: 7:15 pm
Apr 2nd Havdalah: 8:17 pm
Parashat Shemini

Apr 12th Light Candles: 7:23 pm
Apr 13th Havdalah: 8:26 pm
Parashat Tazria

Apr 19th Light Candles: 7:31 pm
Apr 20th Havdalah: 8:35 pm
Parashat Metzora/Shabbat HaGadol

Shabbat Times
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Apr 22nd Light Candles: 7:34 pm
Apr 23rd: 8:38 pm 
Fast of firstborn 4:33 am – 8:22 pm
Last time to eat Chametz: 10:01 am

Apr 23rd Light Candles: 8:39 pm
Apr 24th: 8:41 pm

Apr 26: 7:39 pm
Apr 27 8:45 pm
Shabbat Chol Hamoed Pesach

Apr 28th Light Candles: 7:41 pm
Apr 29th: 8:46 pm

Apr 29th Light Candles: 8:47 pm
Apr 30th: 8:48 pm

May 3rd: 7:47 pm
May 4th: 8:54 pm
Parashat Acharei Mot

Pesach

Shabbat
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By the time you receive this new edition of the
Temple Times, Nisan, the month of Pesach, the
month of freedom, will be just a few days away
from starting. It's inevitable to enter Nisan and
not think about Pesach, to start reflecting on
our freedoms and our slaveries. 

We truly feel and believe that we are free. We
are confident in living in a society where
democracy allows us to choose the government
that the majority chooses; that our
representatives in government will fight for our
ideals that were outlined in the electoral
platforms that made us their voters. We are
sure our chosen ones, be they presidents,
senators, or any government position for which
they were elected, will do everything to ensure
that our voice represented by them builds a
better country, a better world. 

Are we being naïve?

Why do we keep celebrating freedom if we
know it is not real in our world? Why do we
keep proclaiming that our freedoms are
assured when a setback in an election can
undermine the most fundamental personal
decisions like abortion or when any deranged
individual carrying a weapon can enter a
school and shatter innocent lives?

Why do we keep remembering year after year
that we were slaves and now we are free when
in our home, our own Eretz Israel, the Land of
Israel, a lunatic in charge of the government
can lead us to an October 7th and unleash a
wave of suffering among ourselves and our
neighbors?

Sometimes it's difficult for us to be grateful for
our freedoms, our lives. Especially when suffering
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Rabbi’s Message
Rabbi Gustavo Geier

occurs. You may not realize it but being grateful
every morning just for the mere fact of
breathing, opening our eyes again, and being
thankful for what we still have, is an integral
part of our tradition even when reality is not
what we desire.

We choose to remember time and time again
that we were slaves, to compel ourselves and
teach our own to appreciate our freedoms even
more. Those freedoms that allow us to make
decisions that are impossible to make when
enslaved. Because even from the bad choices
we make, from the wrong decisions, from the
bad votes, we can return and improve if we live
in freedom. Even from what led us down the
wrong path, we can turn back and choose the
right one. But it's necessary to do so with
respect for those who think differently, and
above all with respect for that freedom that
also allows us to make mistakes. 

This year is even more difficult. 

A world shaken by disrespectful governments,
ceaseless violence, and declared antisemitism
where we did not seem to have problems to
exist and express ourselves. It made make us
question the meaning of the word "freedom".
The freedom of expression that allows the
mockery of the minority. The freedom of self-
determination of people that allows a terrorist
government to dictate the fate of those who,



like the vast majority in all nations, do not know
how to express their own opinion, or are not
ready to do so, or simply live simple lives
without the desire or need to get involved in
big political projects.

I am not providing reasons that could be
construed as advocating or inviting the
deprivation of a people's freedoms. It is just an
invitation to reevaluate what is valuable for our
own freedom.

That is why we keep singing "We were slaves
to Pharaoh in Egypt and the Holy One, blessed
be He, took us out from there with a strong
hand and an outstretched arm." This is why we
keep passing on to our children, grandchildren,
all those who may follow us in the titanic task of
making this world a better, freer, and more
equitable one for everyone, without difference
of creeds or opinions, but respecting the
integrities of each and every one who compose
it while defending freedoms.

Because we cannot proclaim the right to any
freedom by destroying lives. 

Because no one can claim the right, no matter
how just it is, by cutting short the lives of
innocent children, young people, and the
elderly. 

Because there is no possibility of continuing to
use the name of the Holy One, blessed be He,
our God, to justify the contempt and denial for
the right of dissent that exists in our People for
2000 years, manipulating our scriptures and
their message to empower oneself with a truth
stolen from our tradition and from Jazal, our
Sages of Blessed Memory. 

In Nisan, the month of Pesach, we put our
voices, our bodies, and our Kavanah, our 
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intention to achieve a world of authentic
freedoms starting with our own freedoms and
always with our children close by. Because
when they are close, that is when the questions
arise, and by asking is how we learn. Giving our
children the possibility and the freedom to ask is
how we teach them to be free. 

The key to Jewish exegesis is to assume that
nothing is obvious. Questions are the great
cultural paradox. They destabilize as well as
secure social norms. Nikita Khrushchev, who
was the leader of the Soviet Union, once
explained why he hated Jews. He said: "They
always ask why!" Questions tend to
democratize. Not being afraid to ask
demonstrates a fundamental trust in the good
sense of others. Autocrats hate questions. We
teach children to ask "why?" in the Passover
Seder, because tyrants are destroyed, and
freedom is won with a good question. That is
why God loves us to ask "why?". Consequently,
we celebrate those who challenge the Torah to
explain its meaning and above all to make it a
defensible expression of Divine goodness. When
we ask good questions, the Torah is given again
at that very moment at Sinai.

Iraqi Jews tell the story that in a certain
country, the king was chosen in a special way.
When the old king died, a bird called "the bird
of good fortune" was released. The person on
whose head the bird landed would receive the
crown that would make him the next monarch.
On one occasion, "the bird of good fortune"
landed on the head of a slave. That slave had
been nothing more than a simple musician who
entertained at his master's parties. His attire
consisted of a hat with feathers and a belt
made of sheep's skulls. When the slave became
king, he moved to the palace and wore royal
garments. However, he ordered a hut (a kind of
sukkah) to be built next to the palace and for
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his old hat, belt, and drum to be stored there
along with a huge mirror. The new king was
recognized for his kindness and love for all his
people, rich and poor, free and enslaved. He
often disappeared into his own hut.

On one occasion, he left his door open, and the
cabinet ministers saw him putting on his
feathered hat, his old belt, dancing, and
playing the drum in front of the mirror. They
found this situation very strange and asked the
king: "After all, you are the king. You must
maintain your dignity!" The king replied: "Once
I was a slave and now, have become a king.
From time to time, I like to remember that I was
once a slave to avoid becoming arrogant and
treating my people and you, my ministers, with
disdain."

One of the principles of freedom is to have the
humility to recognize one's own vulnerability to
lose it and therefore to respect the same
vulnerability that each of those around us also
has in turn. We must bear in mind not only that
we were slaves and God liberated us, but that
in every generation, Bechol dor vador, some
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evil person has risen to celebrate his hatred
towards the People of Israel. 

For that reason, we are responsible for ensuring
that the long chain of Judaism is not interrupted
in our small and essential link. 

I wish for you to have a beautiful and
meaningful table with your family or be
together at the JCC celebrating the liberation
from Egypt and our commitment to the future of
the People of Israel. I suggest that at every
Seder, in every home, we leave an empty place
setting, with dishes and cutlery arranged,
commemorating those who cannot be at their
Passover tables with their loved ones because
they are deprived of their freedom during the
festival of freedom par excellence. 

Am Israel Chai. May we all have a Pesach
kasher vesameach and soon may all those who
remain captive as hostages be able to return to
their homes, in real freedom. 

Rabbi Gustavo Geier

We are taking requests to clean head and
footstones in our 5 cemeteries:

Temple Beth El
House of Israel

Mason Road
Sharie Tefillah

Jonathan Lodge

The cost is very reasonable:
$50.00 for each footstone
$75.00 for each headstone

This must be paid for before the stones are cleaned.

Cemetery Head & Footstone Cleaning

We have 2 people who
donated money to clean
neglected stones, which is
such a wonderful mitzvah.

Clean stones look so amazing
and make our cemeteries
look so well cared for in such
a loving way.

Simply contact us:
Phone: 315-724-4751
Email: tbeutica@gmail.com

https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/baron-edmond-de-rothschild
https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/baron-edmond-de-rothschild
https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/baron-edmond-de-rothschild
https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/baron-edmond-de-rothschild
https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/baron-edmond-de-rothschild


THE VICTOR H. FLAX FUND

In Memory of: Harry Bartnick & Leonard A. Bartnick
The Bartnick Family

In Honor of: Wayne Meyers
Mark Kotary

Cemetery Rules and Regulations:
WORK ON CEMETERY

Sec. 1 .  The Committee shal l ,  at  a l l  t imes,  maintain supervis ion over the
Cemetery(s)  and al l  work done thereon.  This  includes al l  author ized and
unauthor ized Funeral  Directors,  Stone instal lers/cleaners,  Landscapers etc.

Sec. 2.  No space or grave shal l  be enclosed by a fence, rai l ing,  coping,
hedge, shrub, tree,  embankment or other obstruct ion.

Sec. 3 .  No work,  from any vendor,  of any k ind wi l l  be permitted in the
Cemetery unless permiss ion is  f i rst  obtained from the Commitee.

Sec. 4.  Any work done upon any space or grave by employees of the
cemetery other than regular care and upkeep wi l l  be charged to the space
or grave owner.  This  includes new bases and the resett ing of a stone(s) .

Sec. 5 .  NO WORK or VISITATION wi l l  be permitted in the Cemetery on the
Sabbath or on any Jewish hol idays.
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DONATIONS
Donations can now be made online: www.tbeutica.org/donate



Tallit Ironing & Washing
T o  d a t e  R u t h  h a s  w a s h e d  a n d  i r o n e d  2 7  t a l e i s i m .

T h e  H i g h  H o l y  D a y s  w i l l  b e  h e r e  b e f o r e  y o u  k n o w  i t  –  a n d  w o u l d n ’ t
i t  b e  w o n d e r f u l  t o  h a v e  a  c l e a n  s w e e t  s m e l l i n g  t a l l i t ?

R e m e m b e r  t h e r e  i s  n o  c o s t  f o r  t h i s  b u t  a  d o n a t i o n  t o  T e m p l e  i s
a p p r e c i a t e d
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Once there was a man who had been a long-
standing member of his Temple and attended
services regularly. This man had recently lost
his wife and his children were all grown and
had moved away. He was having a lot of
trouble adjusting. After having been very
active in the Temple for many years he just
stopped attending services. The Rabbi was
very concerned and decided to visit him.

A Yiddishe Story

When the Rabbi arrived, the man knew why he had come to see him, he invited the Rabbi in to
join him and sit by the fireplace where he had been passing the evening away watching the
fire. The man fully expected a lengthy speech from the Rabbi, about not being in Temple lately. 

However, the Rabbi joined him by the fire and sat as silently as the man himself. After some
time, the Rabbi took the long metal tongs and reached into the coals and removed one of the
red-hot glowing embers from the midst of the fire and placed it off to the side of the fireplace,
then returned the tongs and sat back down as silently as he had been before. After a short
time, the ember that had been separated began to cool off, lost its glow and grew cold and
dark. 

When some considerable time had passed, stil l in total silence, the Rabbi looked at his watch
and realized that it was getting late. The Rabbi took the tongs and replaced the ember, which
had been moved earlier and it almost immediately returned to the flaming, glowing coal it had
once been. The Rabbi stood up to excuse himself for the evening. The man, with tears in his
eyes walked the Rabbi to the door and thanked him for such a fiery talk and assured him he
would be in the front pew on Friday night and Saturday morning.

Author Unknown
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THE HELEN AND LEON SPERLING
HOLOCAUST EDUCATIO N ESSAY CONTEST 

Dear Educator,

January 27th of this year marked the 79th anniversary of the liberation of
Auschwitz, the most infamous of the Nazi concentration camps established
during the Holocaust. For over forty years, Helen Sperling, a well-known
member of our local community, spoke at many of the schools in our area
about her personal experiences in that dark chapter from our human history.
Helen taught thousands of students the important lessons to be learned
from the Holocaust, urging her young audience members not to
countenance evil or stand by indifferently when they saw others being
treated with inhumanity. In an effort to keep Helen’s memory alive and to
help carry on her vital work, the Helen and Leon Sperling Holocaust
Memorial Committee would like to invite your students to take part in an
essay contest. Cash awards will be given for the first ($108), second ($72),
and third place ($54) entries in two age groups, grades 6-8 and 9-
12. In keeping with Jewish tradition, the cash prizes will be in increments of
18, the number representing the Hebrew word chai, which stands for “life,
alive, or living.”

More information about the contest and guidelines for students can be found
in the attached sheet.

Also a link can be found at OHM BOCES for a video.
HELEN SPERLING PRESENTATION (DM32149)
Digital Media, 9-12, 29:02, OHM BOCES, 2016

We look forward to your students’ participation in our essay contest as
we strive to carry on the mission and legacy of a very special woman.

If you have any questions, please address them to Marsha Silverman at the
following number: (315) 725-7787 or email at Beauboxer@aol.com
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THE HELEN AND LEON SPERLING
HOLOCAUST EDUCATION  ESSAY CONTEST 

The lessons of history are many. Among the most important is the way that
events of the past teach us how to better view the present and to react with
understanding, foresight, and courage. 

Choose one of these topics for your essay:
1- How do events of the Holocaust have meaning in our current time of
increasing anti-Semitic events occurring in the United States?
2- How has your personal life been affected by the study of the Holocaust?

Guidelines:
• This essay contest is open to students in 2 categories. 
• Grades 6-8 and 9-12.
• Submit a PDF approximately 3 pages using 12pt. Times New Roman font
double-spaced.
• Cite your references and sources since plagiarism will be disqualified.
• Grammar, punctuation and spelling will be taken into consideration. 
 
Entry forms are available on the following websites: jccutica.net,
tbeutica.org, templeemanuel-utica.org

Submit completed application and essay to: Anneyoss@gmail.com
Deadline for submission is April 19, 2024

Cash prizes will be awarded.

The first place essay will be published in the program for The Annual Helen
and Leon Sperling Holocaust Memorial Lecture  on May 9, 2024 at the
Jewish Community Center, 2310 Oneida St. Utica NY 13501

SPONSORED BY THE HELEN AND LEON SPERLING HOLOCAUST
MEMORIAL COMMITTEE

CLICK HERE FOR THE ENTRY FORM

https://www.tbeutica.org/post/now-accepting-entries-the-helen-and-leon-sperling-holocaust-education-essay-contest


Jewtica 2024: A Jewish Cultural Festival
June 9, 2024 from 12-6PM

Welcome to Jewtica 2024! A celebration of Jewish culture and heritage in
Utica, New York.

Come join us at the Utica Jewish Community Center for a day filled with
Jewish culture, music food, and more! Immerse yourself in the rich traditions
and heritage of the Jewish community in Utica.

Experience live performances, delicious kosher cuisine, traditional crafts,
local vendors, and interactive food workshops. Whether you're a member of
the Jewish community or simply interested in learning more this festival is
open to everyone!

Mark your calendars and don't miss out on this exciting celebration of
Jewish culture. See you there!

**FREE ENTRY ** ALL ARE WELCOME ** FAMILY FRIENDLY **
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SIMCHA GRAMS
MAY

CELEBRATE YOUR SIMCHAS WITH TEMPLE BETH EL

Please call the temple office at 315-724-4751 or mail a check to add a birthday,
anniversary, or another special celebration to our list of simchas. 

Deadline: 15th of the month. Cost $1.50 ea.

If submitting by mail, include the name and date of your simcha(s) as you wish it to
appear on the simcha gram, as well as your telephone number and a check made out to

the temple. 

Mail to: Rae Rosenfeld, 3008 Oneida St, Sauquoit, NY, 13456
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TEMPLE CALENDAR & CLASSES
Class enrollment is now open! Contact us for more information
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YAHRZEITS
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OFFICERS

Marsha Silverman, President

Mark Smith, Treasurer

Rae Rosenfeld, Secretary

CLERGY
Rabbi Gustavo Geier
Cantor Kalman Socolof, Cantor Emeritus
Dr. Stanley Gerstein, Rabbi Emeritus

TRUSTEES

Ernest Berkowitz

Dan Cohen

Murray Kirshtein

Wayne Meyers

Stephen Rosenfeld

Dr. Bradley Sklar

STAFF
Julie Cain, Secretary

TEMPLE
ORGANIZATION

Temple Beth El
1607 Genesee St, Utica, NY 13501
Office: (315) 724-4751
www.tbeutica.org

Rabbi Geier
Call/Text: (315) 272-1755
gustavogeier@gustavogeier.com

A Conservative congregation
established for the worship of God,
the study of Torah and the practice
of righteous deeds.


