
THE TEMPLE TIMES
S E P T E M B E R   2 0 2 3  |  E L U L / T I S H R I  5 7 8 3 / 5 7 8 4  |  V O L .  1 4 . 1

BS"D



BS"D

Rabbi
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Phone: (315) 724-4751
Address: 1607 Genesee St.
                Utica, New York 13501

Talk to Rabbi
Email: gustavogeier@gustavogeier.com
WhatsApp/SMS: (+52) 33 1309-1879
Rabbi's office phone: (315) 272-1755 ext. 204 
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Services via ZOOM and IN PERSON – Fridays, 5:30 p.m. 
TBD if services will be in person or Zoom or both – Saturdays, 9:30 a.m. 

Watch your email for more information and/or an invitation. 

If we don’t have your email please call the office or email it to beauboxer@aol.com.

Services

Parshat Ki Tavo
Candle lighting: September 1st, 7:18 p.m.
Shabbat ends: September 2nd, 8:18 p.m.

Parashat Nitzavim-Vayeilech
Candle lighting: September 8th, 7:05 p.m.
Shabbat ends: September 9th, 8:05 p.m.

Erev Rosh Hashanah
Candle lighting: September 15th, 6:53 p.m.
Shabbat ends: September 16th, 7:52 p.m.

Parashat Ha'Azinu
Candle Lighting: September 22nd, 6:40 p.m.
Shabbat ends: September 23rd, 7:39 p.m.

Erev Sukkot
Candle Lighting: September 29th, 6:28 p.m.
Shabbat ends: September 30th, 7:26 p.m.

Services

Weekly Torah & Candle Lighting
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Address changes 
Please notify Temple of any address changes you have for the winter or summer months;
we need these address changes if we are to continue sending the bulletin.

Thank you.
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T H E S E  
A R E  T H E  W O R D S

O, Lord! O, Lord!
Compassionate and gracious God, 
slow to anger, 
abounding in love and faithfulness.
Shemot, 34:6

יהוה, יהוה, 
אל רחום וחנון,
 ארך אפיים 
ורב חסד ואמת.
שמות לד, ו



R A B B I ' S  W O R D

I still have the images in my mind of the beautiful celebration at Temple Beth
El for my rabbinical ordination. Interestingly, what impacts me the most in
those images is not only the affection, care, love, and respect I received that
night from people with all different convictions within our Jewish Community
in Utica and its surroundings but from so many non-Jewish people who hold a
special place in my heart, but also the fact that we were all celebrating
together, regardless of the differences in ideology, beliefs, interpretations of
the law or rituals that we might have.

If we take a moment to recall, without much effort, we can remember
together the Passover Seder we shared this same year 5783 in the same
situation: many people, different beliefs, interpretations, and so on, all
enjoying a moment of remembrance, spirituality, and reevaluation of freedom
together.

I have participated in various celebrations at the Zvi Jacob synagogue, at the
homes of Rabbi Didy and Rabbi Levi, as well as at Temple Emanu-El. A while
back, I read about a building that was constructed and the three most
populous denominations within Judaism, Orthodoxy, Conservatism, and
Reform coexisted. This remarkable example of religious coexistence only
mirrors the ancient Sanhedrin, where representatives of both liberality and
structure of that time lived, debated, and attempted to reach agreements.

Is it possible, perhaps? Could each person pray as they feel comfortable and
share common recreational and study spaces with other forms of Judaism?
Why would it be more important to express our dissatisfaction with how
others pray than to ensure the survival of a Jewish community that has been
shrinking over the years?

BS"D
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Likely, the traditions and convictions
each individual holds or presents are
difficult to change. However, it's not
really about changing anything, but
about accepting the differences and
preferences of others.

In the Talmud, there is a discussion
about the correct procedure for
performing the Tashlikh ritual during
Rosh Hashanah. Tashlikh is a ritual
where breadcrumbs or stones are
cast into flowing water, symbolizing
the casting away of sins and the
start of a spiritually clean new year.
The discussion, as in other cases,
was between the schools of thought
of Beit Hillel and Beit Shammai, the
two main schools of thought behind
which the Rabbis aligned
themselves. Shammai tended to
have stricter interpretations of the
Law, while Hillel tended to have
more lenient ones.

Beit Shammai taught that the
breadcrumbs should be cast into the
water on the afternoon of the first
day of Rosh Hashanah, that is, the
same day the ritual was performed. 

Beit Hillel argued that the
breadcrumbs could be cast
throughout the Rosh Hashanah
period, until the end of the second
day. According to this
interpretation, there was more
flexibility regarding the exact
timing of the ritual.

Both interpretations had their
foundations and arguments based
on law and tradition. However,
despite the differences, both
opinions were recorded in the
Talmud and were given a place in
the religious discussion. This
example, like many others,
highlights how even in practical and
ritual matters such as Tashlikh,
there was room for diversity of
opinions and the coexistence of
different interpretations within the
Jewish tradition. It showcases the
open and tolerant approach of the
Talmud towards discrepancies and
how it values respectful discourse
in the process of understanding and
applying religious teachings.
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I assure you that these discussions were not easy and receiving the verdict of the
vote, which sometimes went against one's own way of thinking, was not pleasant.
However, coexistence, as I've already mentioned, was possible.

I'm not sure if Utica is the best example of this coexistence. What I do know is
that I've been experiencing that sense of spiritual pleasure when sharing spaces
and moments and I see in the faces and comments of the people around me during
these moments the satisfaction they also feel.

In this month of Teshuva, beyond reviewing, repenting, and correcting our actions
in whatever areas needed, may we find the path towards greater and better
coexistence to build together a more united and respectful Jewish community,
embracing both similarities and differences.

Shana Tova u'metuka u'gmar chatima tova.

May God grant us a good and sweet new year and may we conclude the High
Holidays with a signature for a good life.

Rabbi Gustavo Geier



P R E S I D E N T ' S  M E S S A G E

Shalom,

Come see our new Ark! It is a masterpiece created by Craftsman Solomon
Goldbas. After months of planning, designing and executing the Aron
Hokodesh was installed and dedicated at the end of August. There is an
article in this issue of the Temple Times.

Our High Holiday services will be held in the large sanctuary at Temple Beth
El conducted by Rabbi Geier, Elliott Rabin and special lay leaders. You will
find the schedule of our holiday services in this issue of the Times.

Rabbi continues to teach Torah and Hebrew classes each week for adults.
His classes are informative, lively and entertaining. Please join us since it is
never too late to have some fun while learning! Religious School classes will
resume in September.

We are working hard to keep the 104 year-old Conservative Jewish
Presence in the Utica area alive. The success of our Temple lies with each
and every one of you. 

Stanley Shapiro was a dedicated member and worked endlessly to bring our
temple family together. He will be greatly missed and I will miss hearing
”Marsha, do you have a minute?”

I hope one day soon you will join us on Shabbat, the High Holidays and the
festivals including lunch in the Sukkah.

Wishing each and every one of you a happy and healthy 5784,

Marsha

BS"D
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E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C T O R ' S
M E S S A G E

Dear Friends, 

It is with a heavy heart that I will not write a message this month. It is the
first time in almost 20 years that I will miss sharing some thoughts with
you. Losing my loving husband, Stan, after 66 years of marriage is breaking
my heart. 

Thank you all for the love and support, 

Mundy

BS"D
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STANLEY SHAPIRO
1928 - 2023

IN MEMORY OF
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C A M P A I G N S  &
S U P P O R T

Tell the Israelite people to bring Me gifts; you
shall accept gifts for Me from every person
whose heart so moves him.
Shemot, 25:2

דבר אל בני ישראל ויקחו לי תרומה מאת כל איש
אשר ידנו לבו, תקחו את תרומתי.
שמות כה, ב



D O N A T I O N S

Marian Freeman
Julie Cain
Judy Vogel
Jill Isaacson
Marsha Silverman
Judy Rosenblum
Kal and Vicki Socolof
Claire and Marty Garfinkel
Helen Barnett
Denis Rubenstein
Heidi Foote
Linda and Don Dresher
Mark and Kathy Smith
David and Sharron Hartman
Adele and Robert Sossen
Michael and Elaine Padva
Nancy Yaffee and Family
Irwin Rosen
Claire and Martin Garfinkel
Carol Cahill
Charles Manning and Family
Sherry Cooperman

Stan and Mundy Shapiro
Norm and Ann Siegel
Heidi Foote
Judy Vogel
Frances “Cis” Rogers

Mark and Kathy Smith
Peter and Linda Freedman
Frances “Cis” Rogers

Judy Vogel

THE VICTOR H. FLAX FUND

In Memory of: Stanley Shapiro

In Memory of: Rita Manning*

In Memory of: Dr. Harold “Bud” Coleman

In Memory of: Shelia Bamberger

BS"D
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*Correction to last month's donors

Marian Freeman

Mark and Kathy Smith

Joan Schecter Dulitz and Family

Mel and Judy Oster and Erich Grundel
Stan and Mundy Shapiro
Peter and Linda Freedman
Dan and Theresa Cohen
Charles Manning
Claire and Marty Garfinkel
Rabbi Howard and Mimi Matasar
Norman and Ann Siegel
Joseph Silberlicht and Sandra Felske
Adele and Robert Sossen
Wayne Meyers
Mark and Kathy Smith
Murray Kirshtein
Brad Sklar
Ernie Berkowitz
Ed Kowalsky
Marian Freeman
David and Sharon Goldenson
Rae and Steve Rosenfeld
Ann Nathan

Marilyn Rosen and Allan Hymes
Nancy Yaffee and Family

Charles Manning

For the Recovery of: Roz Fisher

In Honor of: Ernie Berkowitz’s 84th Birthday

In Honor of: Our Grandsons' Bar Mitzvah,
Mason Max Dulitz and Yishai Dulitz

In Honor of: Rabbi Gustavo Geier’s Ordination

THE CEMETERY FUND

In Memory of: Stanley Shapiro

In Memory Of: Pearl Hymes, Jacob O. Nusbaum



BS"D

| 9 | THE TEMPLE TIMES

S I M C H A  G R A M S

Let all that breathes praise the Lord!
Haleluyah!
Tehilim, 150:6

כל הנשמה תהלל יה!
הללויה!
תהילים קנ, ו



S I M C H A  G R A M S

OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES

Mark and Diane Kall.... 10/05/1991

BS"D
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OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS

Cis Rogers....................03 
Sam Stern....................03
Rosalyn Philipson.......08
Leo Orkin......................11
Jeremy Schor..............12
Chet Cohen..................14
Sherry Cooperman.....14
Adam Hirshfield..........21
Norman Siegel............26
Barry J. Benson..........28
Michael Foote.............30

Enclosed is $1.50 per name that I have indicated. I have enclosed a check
made out to the Sisterhood of Temple Beth El for $__________ for

______ (#) of Simcha Grams.
 

Mail to: Rae Rosenfeld 3008 Oneida Street Sauquoit, NY 13456.

Due by the 15th of the month.

Please call the Temple Office at (315) 724-4751 if you wish to add any
names to the list.

I have printed my name and date as I wish it to appear on the Simcha Gram. 
Name: ___________________
Telephone Number: ___________
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Y A H R Z E I T S
&  C E M E T E R Y  N E W S

Exalted and sanctified be His great name!
Kaddish

יתגדל ויתקדש שמה רבא!
קדיש

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kiddush_Hashem
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Names_of_God_in_Judaism
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Norman Asher*
Family of Mrs. Rivkah Baril*
Family of Mrs. Chayah Barrat*
Miriam Baker*
Morris Bittker*
Samuel Bedzofsky*
Joseph Brooks*
Diana Boff*
Irma Lumberg Berger*
George Cherr*
Ida Cohen*
Joseph T. Cramer*
Lewis Fink*
Lipman Fialko*
Chaya Leibe Friedman*
Dr. Saul Finer
Hattie S. Galinsky*
Benjamin C. Grossman*
Bessie C. Goldman*
Morris Kay*
Dr. Harold Katzman*

Jessie Libbie Lazarus*
Evelyn Wineburgh Lacher*
Mildred Leve*
Hinda R. Movsh*
Helen H. Mathiasen*
Sadie Oberman*
Leo Rudnick*
Robert Rosenfeld
Philip Simons*
Leon Sperling Family*
Hy Slakter*
Eva Sugarman*
Rachel F. Sumberg*
Elias L. Sevillia*
Louis Sugarman*
Ethel Rose Solomon
Herbert Spring
Wesley H. Smith
Jennie Weinstein*
William E. Woods
Ethel Cone Wilcove*

YAHRZEIT OBSERVED DURING THE WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 2 TO 8, 2023, 16 TO
22 ELUL 5783. THESE WILL BE READ FROM THE PULPIT ON FRIDAY
SEPTEMBER 1, 2023 .

*Denotes Memorial Plaque in the Sanctuary 
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Norman Asher*
Samuel Bedzofsky*
Neville D. Barnett
Chaye Cohen*
Freda L. Caro*
Ida Daniels*
Jane Freeman*
Betty Fink
Birdye Goldwater*
I. Wolfe Gilbert*
Mary Kaplan Greenfield*
Charles M. Karo*
Adele L.Karo*
Adolph Lenchner*
Mildred Leve*
Rosalyn Lowen
George Mengers*
Albert I. Mishket*
Abe E. Nathan*

Harry Oberman*
Sadie Oberman*
Eliaser Y. Rizika*
Joseph Rubin*
Esther Simon*
Samuel Snyder*
Gershon Smith*
Sara Samuels*
Amelia Shacofsky*
Mary Lena Solomon*
Morris Shulman*
Fannie Silverman*
Florence L. Slater*
Lillian Shapiro*
Tillie Sonne
Laurence R. Stone*
Bernice Smith*
Wesley H. Smith
Milton Winter*
Eliahu Zuta*

YAHRZEIT OBSERVED DURING THE WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 9 TO 15, 2023, 23
TO 29 ELUL 5783 . THESE WILL BE READ FROM THE PULPIT ON FRIDAY
SEPTEMBER  8, 2023 .

*Denotes Memorial Plaque in the Sanctuary 
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Esther Ableson
Fannie Block*
Louis Cohen*
Muriel Cohen
Elias Simon Damsky*
Mannie Feldman*
Morace Freedman*
Rose Frankel*
Katherine Freeman*
Hilda H. Friedlander*
Minnie Grossman*
Leah Berger Goldstein
Elaine Silverstein Gurvitz*
Benjamin Harris*
Morton D. Kowalsky*
Rose Kopel Krohn*
Alex Landau

Emanuel A. Lichtman*
Anna LeBlang
Dr. Leonard Levinson*
Goldie S. Levee*
Family Malachowski*
Alan Copeland Movsh*
Violet Sonneborn Myerberg*
Michael Nusbaum*
Fannie D. Rosenthal*
Charles Robbins*
Isaac Smith*
Ray K. Stone*
Milton Solomon
Morris J. Savett*
Raymond Smith
Jacob Winnick*
Mollie Wertheim

YAHRZEIT OBSERVED DURING THE WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 16 TO 22, 2023, 1
TO 7 TISHRI 5783/5784. THESE WILL BE READ FROM THE PULPIT ON FRIDAY
SEPTEMBER 15, 2023.

*Denotes Memorial Plaque in the Sanctuary 
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Eugenia Alperovich*
Benjamin B. Burke*
Anne Bonnett*
Tillie Bittker*
Sara Smith Cohen*
Lena Jacobson*
Morris Denemark*
Mae Goodman*
Arthur Galinsky*
Harriet Harrison*
Jacob Horowitz*
Jacob W. Jacobson*
Shirley Jacobson*
Pinhas & Hanah Kacenelenbogen
Harry Levinson*

David H. Lurie*
Harriet Marmelstein*
Anne Nusbaum Polin*
Aviva Philipson
Fay Rawitz*
Philip Rosen*
Samuel M. Sumburg*
Natalie M. Shapiro*
Helene Smith*
Rachel Toffler*
Hilda Trapanick
Leon Bennie Wilcove*
Gordon Weinstein*
Moses Lewis Wineburgh*

YAHRZEIT OBSERVED DURING THE WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 23 TO 29 2023, 8 TO
14 TISHRI 5784. THESE WILL BE READ FROM THE PULPIT ON FRIDAY
SEPTEMBER 22, 2023.

*Denotes Memorial Plaque in the Sanctuary 
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Jennie Braverman*
William Boff*
Joseph Brooks*
Alan J. Blaustein*
Muriel Bartnick
William Danner*
Sadye Daniels*
Howard P. Dresher
Eva Ekstein*
Libby Goldstein*
Sarah L. Grossman*
Ben Jacobson
Belle Kopell*
Libby Kowalsky*
Craig Klein

Samuel Levine
Henry Levine*
Joseph Morris*
Abraham W. Philipson*
William Rosen*
Samuel Ribyat*
Milton S. Rosen*
Lydia J. Rudnick*
Joseph Siegel*
Jeannette H. Sonneborn*
John Sheiman*
Philip E. Sonne*
Yale Smith*
George Wineburgh*

YAHRZEIT OBSERVED DURING THE WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 30 TO OCTOBER 6, 
 2023, 15 TO 21 TISHRI 5784. THESE WILL BE READ FROM THE PULPIT ON
FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 29, 2023.

*Denotes Memorial Plaque in the Sanctuary 
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It’s time to place your order to have your loved one’s head and footstones
cleaned. It is so simple:

• Call the temple – (315) 724-4751
• Send an email – tbeutica@gmail.com
• Write a note – 1607 Genesee St, Utica, NY 13501

If you brought flowers or plants to your loved one’s grave. Please come and
take them away if they are past their prime.
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N E W S ,  C L A S S E S ,
E V E N T S  &  C A L E N D A R

How good and how pleasant it is
that brothers dwell together.
Tehilim, 133:1

 הנה מה טוב ומה נעים
שבת אחים גם יחד!
תהילים קלג, א
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The new ark took months of designing and
creating by expert craftsman Solomon Goldbas.
He transported this masterpiece from his
workshop in Mississippi and it was dedicated at
the end of August with a special service and
luncheon sponsored by the David and Abbe
Goldbas.

The members of Temple Beth El are extremely
grateful to the family of Dr. Saul Finer to whom
the Ark is dedicated and the Sisterhood of
Temple Beth El for making this project come to
fruition.

Temple Beth El’s New Aron Hakodesh
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All our religious services are held in person and on Zoom, except for High Holiday services (in person only)

S M T W T F S

Minchah &
Kabbalat
Shabbat
5:30 p.m.

1 2

Shacharit
leShabbat
9:30 a.m.

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29

Kabbalat
Shabbat &
Arvit
5:30 p.m.

Shacharit
leShabbat
9:30 a.m.

5:30 p.m.
9:30 a.m.

Kabbalat
Shabbat &
Arvit
5:30 p.m.

Shacharit
leShabbat
9:30 a.m.

Kabbalat
Shabbat &
Arvit

Shacharit
leShabbat 

Hebrew
Language
3:00 p.m.

Course:
Genesis
2:00 p.m.

Hebrew
Language
3:00 p.m.

Course:
Genesis
2:00 p.m.

Hebrew
Language
3:00 p.m.

Course:
Genesis

Course:
Genesis
2:00 p.m.

Hebrew
Language
3:30 p.m.

Hebrew
Language

Hebrew
School
5:30 p.m.

Hebrew
School
5:30 p.m.

Hebrew
School
5:30 p.m.

Hebrew
Language

Hebrew
Kinder
4:30 p.m.
(at JCC)

Hebrew
Kinder
4:30 p.m.
(at JCC)

Hebrew
Kinder
4:30 p.m.

(at JCC)

Rosh Chodesh
Tamuz

3:30 p.m.

Hebrew
Language
3:30 p.m.

3:30 p.m. 2:00 p.m.

Hebrew
Language
3:00 p.m.

Kabbalat
Shabbat &
Arvit
5:30 p.m.

EREV ROSH
HASHANAH

30

ROSH
HASHANAH

ROSH
HASHANAH

EREV YOM
KIPPUR

EREV SUKKOT SUKKOT

Hebrew
School
5:30 p.m.

Shacharit
leShabbat
9:30 a.m.
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A D S

Business Card Size: $125.00
Quarter Page: $150.00 
Half Page: $175.00 
Full Page: $200.00

If you are interested in placing an ad in The
Temple Times, now is the time to do it. Your
ad will be in each monthly bulletin for the
next year at the following prices: 

 
Please contact Mundy at (315) 724-4751. 
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tbeutica.org


